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Two Highland Elementary School teachers have earned

designation as National Board Certified Teachers by the

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. 

Anne Pickens is a fourth-grade teacher at HES. She has

taught grades 1-4 for 22 years, with most of her career

dedicated to teaching grades 2 and 4 at Highland. Anne

said, “I chose to pursue National Board Certification in

the Middle Childhood Generalist area because at the time,

I was teaching in a second-grade self-contained classroom

and was teaching almost all content areas. The process 

allowed me to reflect on my teaching and consider why I

make the decisions I make every day in my classroom. It

reaffirmed many of the educational choices I make for my

students and also caused me to evaluate others and make

some changes to improve my instructional practices.”

Sharon Warren teaches fourth grade at HES. She began

her career as a teacher’s aide for four years while working

toward teacher certification and is currently in her 17th

year of teaching at Highland. Sharon also pursued 

certification in the area of Middle Childhood Generalist.

“I chose to pursue this 

certification process because

teachers need to understand the

‘how’ and the ‘why’ of their 

instructional decisions within the

classroom,” Sharon said. 

“Understanding how I teach 

helps me focus on the needs of the

student. Understanding why I

make the instructional choices I

do in the classroom helps me

focus on moving the individual

child forward. It is very rewarding

to hear the words, ‘I get it!’ and to

see and hear the excitement as

students enter the classroom 

wondering what they are going to

be learning today. Hopefully I am

instilling in my students a lifelong

love of learning.” 

Highland Elementary School 

principal Leslie Peveler said 

earning the NBCT designation is a

reflection of the dedication to the

teaching profession demonstrated by Anne and Sharon on

a daily basis. “I am so proud of the strong commitment to

personal growth both of these educators have shown in

their pursuit of this certification,” Leslie said. “They both

dedicated many hours to reflection, planning and life-long

learning. Their commitment to this process will benefit

the many students they teach each year, as well as inspire

others to rise to the challenge. As their principal, I am

thrilled that Highland students and families will benefit

from the commitment and dedication these two amazing

educators have shown.”
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The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards

is an organization that is dedicated to improving schools

and student learning by strengthening the quality of those

who teach. The board sponsors a National Certification

Process that measures a teacher’s practices against high

standards of excellence. This involves an extensive series

of performance-based assessments that includes teaching

portfolios, student work samples, videotapes and a 

thorough analysis of the candidates’ classroom teaching

and student learning. Teachers also complete a series of

written exercises that explore the depth of their subject-

matter knowledge as well as their understanding of how

best to teach these subjects to their students.           

Jana Beth Francis, DCPS assistant superintendent of

teaching and learning, said, “Completion of the 

National Board Teacher Certification is an incredible 

accomplishment. It shows a commitment to lifelong 

learning. The real benefactors are the students and 

families with whom these teachers work each and every

day. I’m thrilled to have another two of our incredible

teachers reach this pinnacle in their careers.”

Are you interested in learning more

about the NBCT process and its 

benefits to teachers and students?
See next page for details!

For more information, contact Jana Beth Francis or 

Jana Bryant at the DCPS Central Office — 270-852-7000

janabeth.francis@daviess.kyschools.us

jana.bryant@daviess.kyschools.us 
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Whitesville hosts Family Science Night
Whitesville Elementary School

hosted a Family Science Night

on Monday, Nov. 21.

More than 80 students and

family members were in 

attendance, enjoying a variety

of hands-on experiments and

learning projects, including

Alka-Seltzer rockets, 

expanding sponges, 

constructing towers and 

catapults and the ever-popular

slime-making activity!

Science Club leaders from

Daviess County Middle School

are visiting elementary schools

to host these special activities

with a goal of introducing

younger students and their

families to fun science projects

and to encourage children to

start thinking about potential

careers in science.

Meadow Lands and East View

will host events in the spring,

coordinated by DCMS science

teacher Jennifer Payne.

Right: Michelle 

Ruckdeschel, pictured

at far right, had a 

wonderful time making

slime with her son Colin

at the Family Science

Night hosted by

Whitesville Elementary

School on Nov. 21.

Below: DCMS eighth-

grade science teacher

Leslie Hall, pictured at

center, watches WES

students making slime

during a Family Science

Night activity.



Kentucky  

Network to Transform Teaching 

Making Accomplished Teaching the Norm in Kentucky: 

every child deserves great teaching every day 

 

Eligibility 

Must have: 

 Bachelor’s degree 

 Complete 3 full years teaching/counseling 

 Possess a valid state teaching/counseling  

license (or if license is not required,  

have taught in schools recognized and  

approved by the state) 

Content  

Knowledge 

Differentiated 

Instruction 

Teaching  

Practice & Learning  

Environment 

Effective &  

Reflective Practice 

National Board Certification is the most respected certification for teachers and counselors.  

It is recognized as an optional step that teachers take to show they have gone beyond state requirements 

to improve instruction for students. 

National Board Certification is a certification available in 25 areas from PreK - grade 12;  

certification is maintained every five years.  

Kentucky Benefits 

 Successful completion provides lifetime Rank 1  

for candidates with a Masters/5th year (Rank 2) 

 $2,000/year stipend for the life of the certificate 

Components: 

 Any order 

 Fully digital 

 $475 each 

 1-3 year plan 

 Relevant 

 Evidence-based 

portfolio 

 Assessment 

 

National Board website for new process: 

www.boardcertifiedteachers.org 
Ky NT3 at EPSB 

Suzanne.Farmer@ky.gov 



Thank You,

Natalie Mountjoy!

Best Wishes to Our

Honored Retirees
n Tamarack Elementary School is
hosting receptions to honor three

staff members who are retiring at

the end of this semester. Friends and

current and former co-workers are

invited to attend.

Vickie Hunter and Janet Jones will

be guests of honor at a reception

from 7 to 9 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 7.

Vickie has been a teacher and guidance counselor for 

24 years, serving students at Central City and Tamarack 

elementary schools. Janet has been an instructional 

assistant at Tamarack for more than six years.

Lois Velotta will be recognized for eight years as a food

service assistant at Tamarack Elementary School at a 

reception from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Dec. 7.

n Audubon Elementary School is hosting a reception at 
3 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 14, in the school media center, to

honor Henrietta Harris, who retired over the summer after

a 32-year career in teaching, including service at both

Audubon and Tamarack elementary schools. Friends and

colleagues are warmly invited to attend the reception.

Dr. Natalie Mountjoy will be the

guest of honor at a farewell reception

from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1,

in Room 107 of the Advanced 

Technology Center on the Owensboro

Community and Technical College

main campus (across from Deer Park

and College View). 

The reception is hosted by 

Community Campus and the Life 

Science Academy in appreciation for

all Dr. Mountjoy has done for our students.

She and her family are relocating to Bowling Green at the

end of this semester.

“Without a doubt, Dr. Mountjoy has been an exceptional

leader and instructor for the Life Science Academy,” said

Amanda Jerome, DCPS college and career readiness 

coordinator. “She and her colleagues have developed the

LSA into the flourishing program it is today. Please join

us as we extend our love, thanks and best wishes for all

Dr. Mountjoy has done for our students, community and

the Life Science Academy.”

Dr. Natalie

Mountjoy

Joe Westerfield, a retired social studies teacher

at Apollo High School, has been named to the

Gov. Louie B. Nunn Kentucky Teacher Hall of

Fame and will be inducted during a special

ceremony in Frankfort on March 8.

Mr. Westerfield was an educator in the

Daviess County Public Schools district for 33

years before retiring in 2002. He earned his

bachelor’s degree from the University of 

Kentucky in 1969, his master’s degree from

Western Kentucky University in 1971 and his

Administration Rank I from WKU in 1973.

Mr. Westerfield is active in political forums, serving on

various committees.

He began his teaching career in 1969 as a seventh- and

eighth-grade social studies teacher at Daviess County 

Junior High School, where he remained until 1973. 

From 1973-2002, he taught U.S. history and American 

government at Apollo High School, with the exception of

1984-1985, when he served as director of instructional

support with the Kentucky Department of 

Education. He served as chairman of the social

studies department at AHS, was a member of

the site-based council and sponsored several

clubs.

Mr. Westerfield immersed himself in social

studies to strengthen his teaching by attending

numerous state and national social studies 

conferences and conventions. At Apollo High

School, he organized candidate forums for

school assemblies and field trips to Frankfort.

Over the course of his career, he helped more than 5,000

students register to vote.

Keith Johnson, a guidance counselor at Apollo High

School, said, “Although retired from his job in education,

Joe was seen supervising student teachers and interns for a

regional university for eight years, serving on his local

election board, as well as serving on other local and state

boards. He is and always will be an advocate for 

educators.”

Click HERE to read complete article by WKU News.

Westerfield named to Teacher Hall of Fame

Joe Westerfield

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20WKU%20-%20Ky%20Hall%20of%20Fame.pdf?id=33838


Changes in non-sheltered

taxes coming in January
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has required the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky and all related schools 

districts to discontinue sheltering KTRS and CERS 

personal retirement contributions from Medicare and

FICA Tax/Social Security  (payroll taxes). This 

becomes effective Jan. 1, 2017.

Because KTRS and CERS retirement contributions will

no longer be sheltered from payroll taxes, both the 

employee and employer will notice resulting changes in

payroll tax withheld from your paycheck. This is

mandatory for all school districts and Commonwealth

of Kentucky employees/employers.

If you have questions, contact DCPS assistant 

superintendent for finance and operations Matt Robbins

at Central Office — 270-852-7000 or by email at

matt.robbins@daviess.kyschools.us  

Payroll Department Update
Deduction Changes Reminder
If you made any changes during open enrollment, if you

have an age band increase or if you have a policy with

rate changes for 2017, you should see a change in these

deductions on the Dec. 15 paycheck:    

n AFLAC

n American Fidelity

n Allstate

n Trustmark

n HRI Dental

n Avesis Vision

n Lincoln Financial – short 
and long term disability

n Lincoln Financial – supplemental life self, spouse, 
children)

The Jan. 15 paycheck will reflect any changes made for

the following deductions:

n Health insurance

n Personal flex accounts

n Personnel Cabinet life insurance

n United Way

If you have any questions, please contact Julia Hobbs at

Central Office — 270-852-7000 ext. 249 or

julia.hobbs@daviess.kyschools.us 

DCPS Christmas Break

Dec. 19-30
(Note: Dec. 19-20 

are potential make-up days.)

DCPS support offices 

(Central Office etc.) will be

closed on the following days:

Friday, Dec. 23

Monday, Dec. 26

Thursday, Dec. 29

Friday, Dec. 30

Classes resume and all offices

are open Monday, Jan. 2.

For more fitness information and inspiration, visit

www.moveitmonday.org These Healthy Lifestyle Tips are

sponsored by the DCPS Food Services Department each

week. We care about you!

Healthy Lifestyle Tip



Science Teachers

Association

‘Thank you’ letter

from a Veteran

West Louisville Elementary School received the following

letter from James Budde, a U.S. military veteran who 

attended a Veterans Day program at the school:

“My grandson invited me to come to the 2016 Veterans

Day Program on Nov. 7. His grandmother and I joined

him for breakfast. Then we proceeded to the gym for the

program. We spotted my grandson in the center of the

choir on the top bleacher, with his distinctive red hair

(which he inherited from his maternal great-grandfather, a

veteran of World War II).

“The program was very well planned. The students gave

very good speeches. The choir did an excellent job on all

the songs, plus the sign language used for ‘One Nation’

was an added extra. WLES is to be commended for such a

nice program. As a 10-year veteran of the U.S. Navy, I

was proud to participate. I enjoyed finding my boot camp

graduation picture displayed among all the veterans in the

hallways.

“This was our first visit to your school. It was also our

first school activity with my grandson. Your school is an

excellent facility. All the members of the staff, including

the cafeteria staff, impressed me. The students we met all

seemed to be very polite and conscientious. I was im-

pressed by them.

“Again, I want to thank you for allowing me to participate

in the WLES Veterans Day Program 2016. I will be proud

to attend future Veterans Day programs in the coming

years. Sincerely – James ‘Jim’ Budde.”

Thank you to West Louisville Elementary School

and all of our DCPS schools for hosting

Veterans Day events that are so meaningful

to those who have served our country.

Pictured from left are DCPS science teachers Christie

Young and Jordan Pogue (both Burns Middle School) and

Olga Payne (Daviess County Middle School), attending

the Kentucky Science Teachers Association conference in

Lexington on Nov. 10-12. They joined educators from

across the state in attending professional development

workshops on a wide spectrum of topics, such as 3-D

learning, embedding assessment overview into the 

classroom and the science of brewing and distilling. 

DCHS FBLA fundraiser
You saw “Panther Sunglasses” on the Sunrise Pep

Rally. Now you can purchase your own pair while also

supporting the Daviess County High School Future

Business Leaders of America. These sunglasses have

shatterproof, polycarbon lenses and provide 100% eye

protection against UVA and UVB rays. They are

“spring hinged” — great for active people! Cost is

only $10 per pair; a perfect stocking stuffer! Contact

Renee Perkins at

DCHS to reserve

yours now. Glasses

may be picked up at

the front office or

Room 158 at DCHS.



State Soccer Champs

T-shirts on sale now!
Daviess County

High School is 

selling 

T-shirts to 

celebrate the

boys’ soccer

team’s state 

championship!

White short-

sleeve shirts

are a 50/50

blend with 

two-color print.

The back of the shirt lists games and scores from the 

historic 2016 championship season. Price is $10 for all

sizes from Youth Large to Adult 3X. Get yours today

while limited supply lasts! Send check payable to DCHS

to athletic director Jeff Hurley or stop by the school lobby

during lunch shifts to buy your shirt. This commemorative

shirt is the perfect Christmas gift for all proud Panthers

and fans! 

Letter from a proud

Panther from the past
Daviess County Middle School recently hosted a visit

from a former teacher who was visiting the area from his

home in Fort Collins, Colo. That letter is reprinted here

with a reminder that every day, we are making memories

that will last a lifetime! 

“I want to thank your principal, Kelly Skeens, and your

staff for your gracious hospitality when we visited your

school on Nov. 11. It had been 51 years since I taught and

coached there in 1964-65. All of you went above and 

beyond to welcome my daughter Lori and me and to give

us a guided tour. That Southern hospitality was definitely

on display on this day! Daviess County Middle School

was my first teaching position after graduating from 

Kentucky Wesleyan College, and I still have great 

memories from that year. I wish all of you much 

happiness and success going forward. Your school will

always occupy a warm place in my heart. Thanks again.

Paul Radcliff

Fort Collins, CO”

The month of December is:

National Human Rights Month                                                   

Safe Toys and Gifts Month                                          

Special weeks:

Dec. 5-11 — Computer Science Education Week

Dec. 5-11 — Hour of Code/Computer Science Ed Week  

Dec. 19-30 — DCPS Christmas Break (note: Dec. 19-20 

are potential make-up days)

Special days:

Dec. 1 — World AIDS Day

Dec. 7 — Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

Dec. 10 — Human Rights Day

Dec. 13-14 — Geminids meteor shower (peak)

Dec. 15 —

Bill of Rights

Day

Dec. 16 —

Anniversary

of Boston Tea

Party (1773)                                                                           

Dec. 21 —

First day of winter

Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve

Dec. 24-Jan. 1 — Hanukkah (begins sunset)

Dec. 25 — Christmas

Dec. 26-Jan. 1 — Kwanzaa

Dec. 31 — New Year’s Eve

Key Dates for December

Need extra cash for the holidays?

Buy, sell and trade with DC-bay!

Submit information to

grapevine@dcps.org 
by Friday, Dec. 9



Credit Union Corner

Holidays are approaching! 

Beware of frauds and scams!
As the holidays draw near, we ask that you please keep an

eye on your account as well remaining on guard against

fraud and scams! 

With more businesses finding themselves victims of

|hacking and card compromise, you may want to consider

using Credit Union travel cards or gift cards as you make

purchases to keep hackers from accessing your accounts!

Contact us for details. Scammers target this time of the

year due to an increase in card usage and a consumer’s

desire to get great deals. Please stay alert!

Santa Claus is Coming!
Santa Claus is making a special visit to the Credit Union!

Stop by the lobby between 3 and 5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 16,

for a FREE photograph, hot chocolate and goodies!

Don’t Forget The Courier!  
Are you too busy to stop by the credit union

to make a deposit before closing? Send your

deposit through the DCPS Courier. Drop

off/pick up days are Mondays, Wednesdays

and Fridays. Be sure to include your name and account 

information. Please feel free to contact DCTFCU or log on

to your online banking account after 4 p.m. to verify 

receipt of your deposit or loan payment.

Holiday Closings
DCTFCU will be closed Monday, Dec. 26, in observance

of Christmas; and Monday, Jan. 2, in observance of New

Year’s Day. Have a safe and happy holiday season!

Direct Deposit and Payroll Deduction 
These services save you time and money — and now is

the perfect time to save! Sign up for DCPS Direct 

Deposit and Payroll Deduction today! Open as many

special savings accounts as you need and name them

yourself! Have your pay automatically deposited and 

distributed each pay period. You’ll save time and money!

Call DCTFCU for more details: 270-684-8954.

DCTFCU Products and Services Spotlight
Take advantage of a great rate with great rewards!

Take a break from high interest credit cards and transfer

your balances to your DCTFCU Visa. DCTFCU offers

our members a fixed, low-rate Platinum VISA that can

be used for all your holiday purchases and seasonal 

expenses! Enjoy a fixed rate as low as 7.9% APR 

(Annual Percentage Rate) and a bonus point rewards on 

all purchases! There’s no annual fee, plus enjoy these

additional benefits:

n Identity Theft Insurance — $1,000

n Identity Theft Victim Assistance

n 90-Day Product Protection

Stop by the credit union to fill out an application and 

receive your Visa just in time for the holiday sales!

Scholarship Applications Available NOW!
DCTFCU is proud to announce that we will be offering

two scholarships this year! Scholarship applications for

the $500 William E. Morris Continuing Education 

Scholarship and the $500 Richard E. Skaggs Scholarship

are available to be picked up at the Credit Union. The

scholarships will be awarded at the DCTFCU Annual

Meeting. For more information about the scholarships, 

including scholarship eligibility, please contact the Credit

Union at 270-684-8954. The deadline for submitting 

applications is Feb. 27.

Lobby Hours  Monday-Thursday — 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Friday — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Drive-Through Monday-Thursday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.



Burns Elementary School Fall Festival
The Burns Elementary School staff may have

had as much fun as the students at the

school’s annual Fall Festival, as shown in

these photographs! BES students and families

attended the event in mid-November to eat

and enjoy activities and games located around

the school. The evening provided a wonderful

opportunity for building relationships with

parents and families. 

The Grapevine is

YOUR newsletter!

Send news, information

and photographs about

schools and staff 

achievements, activities

and programs to

grapevine@dcps.org

Deadline is Friday 

the week before 

publication.



The Season of Sharing and Caring
Family Resource and Youth Service Centers at

all DCPS schools made sure our families had a

happy Thanksgiving. 

All 15 centers hosted a food drive or worked

with local agencies or school clubs to sponsor

donations of food items to be distributed to

families who otherwise may not have had a

Thanksgiving meal this year. Our district

FRYSCs provided approximately 300 families

with food baskets, which contained everything

needed for a joyous Thanksgiving meal. 

FRYSC coordinators collaborated with several

local agencies on this project, including the 

Tri-State Food Bank, Christ Community

Church, Pitino Shelter, Kiwanis Club, 

Pleasant Valley Community Church and God’s

Outreach.  

Carrie Kimbrell, Youth Service Center 

coordinator at Daviess County High School,

said, “We will continue to serve families this

holiday season through Angel Trees, food 

baskets, Christmas Wish and collaboration

among local churches and other agencies.”

Our FRYSC teams work hard to ensure that the

holiday season is a happy one for the students

and families we serve ... but they also provide

support and assistance throughout the year too.

Please take a moment to let these dedicated 

individuals know how much they are 

appreciated! 

Canned goods and non-perishable food items fill the office at Sorgho

Elementary School, waiting to be sorted into Thanksgiving baskets to

be distributed to families in need during the holiday season.

Sacks of food staples (above) are pictured ready for delivery to East

View Elementary School families. Kelly Bland said Thanksgiving

bags provided enough food for three meals, including a ham; and

Christmas food boxes will provide enough food for three weeks. The

school also filled laundry baskets with paper goods and household

essentials (pictured below) for EVES families.

Left: A tower of canned hams were part of the biggest food drive

Burns Elementary School has ever had! The school also provided

fleece blankets and “oodles of noodles,” according to Christy Dalton.



Tamarack receives Math Achievement grant
The Kentucky Department of Education completed the 

review process for the Fiscal Year 2017 Mathematics

Achievement Fund on Nov. 28, 2016 and announced that

Tamarack Elementary School is one of 90 schools who

will receive the four-year grant of $50,000 per year. 

This award is contingent on available funding and 

districts/schools meeting programmatic and budgetary 

requirements, along with the Mathematics Achievement

SEA administrator review and other conditions as deemed

necessary based on requirements of the RFA. Tamarack

Elementary School’s instructional coach Kristy Bean and

math interventionist Amanda Hundley were instrumental

in developing and writing the grant application.

The Leadership Team at Tamarack Elementary School has

evaluated accomplishments, strengths and weaknesses of

our Math Intervention program. Principal Carrie Munsey

said the Leadership Team understands that the entire

Tamarack staff has a role in student success. All members

of the TES faculty will contribute to Response to 

Intervention (RTI) conversations and strategy 

development. Carrie also said the grant will assist with 

additional refinement and support that are needed in the

area of completing District RTI forms, Progress 

Monitoring, and Interventionist-Teacher communications.

“Our goal is to be a top performing Title I school in the

state,” Carrie said. “We will continue to focus on our

strong commitment to providing every learner with the

best available instructional plans. With the support of this

grant, we will be able to implement new and creative 

support, including broadened computer-based 

interventions; more coaching and co-teaching; and 

increased staff development in the area of supporting 

at-risk learners within the context of the regular 

classroom.”

Carrie said Tamarack Elementary School anticipates 

seeing significant academic growth among students as a

result of the Mathematics Achievement Fund grant. “Our

significant gains will come from our Math Interventionist,

along with our Reading Interventionist, focusing on

kindergarten and first grade,” she said. “In addition, we

will analyze data and use an RTI approach to determine

the needs of all of our students and then change 

instruction to meet the needs of our students. The 

implementation of a school wide RTI system will allow us

to assess, monitor and support each student individually.

We will then adjust our core curriculum, as well as our

Tier 2 interventions, to better meet the needs of our 

students. As we build our RTI team, we will discuss data

monthly, and we will make adjustments according to each

student’s needs. We will ensure that all students are 

exposed to grade level core content and that they receive

additional support when necessary. We will also align 

our additional support, such as literacy and math 

interventions, English as a Second Language and special

education programs, with our core curriculum so that the

students receive reinforcement, practice and support to

master the grade level standards necessary to be 

successful.”

Carrie said the entire staff at Tamarack Elementary School

is committed to doing whatever it takes to nurture success

for their students. “I believe that every child is the 

responsibility of every adult,” she said. “Our staff has 

accepted responsibility for every child’s success. 

The Tamarack STARS are moving forward with a shared

vision of Striving To Achieve Real-World Success.”



Growing Minds, Growing Hearts
Superintendent Owens Saylor challenged every

member of the DCPS family — students and staff

members alike — to participate in at least one 

community service project during the 2016-17

school year. Our district has really stepped up to

accept that challenge! Click HERE to view just a

few examples. Additional items are always 

welcome; send information and photographs to

contact@dcps.org 

The Habitat for Humanity chapter at Daviess

County High School hosted their first fundraiser in

November, raising more than $100 for the local

Habitat for Humanity organization. 

Students are pictured here (top right) selling drinks

and snacks in the courtyard of DCHS. 

Four students also spent a Saturday morning 

visiting sites of Habitat Homes with Virginia

Braswell, executive director of Habitat for 

Humanity in Owensboro. She also gave the students

a tour of their offices and warehouse (bottom right).

The DCHS club has more than 20 members. “It’s so

nice to see so many young people excited to make a

difference in this world!” said Madison Dayberry,

who is the new sponsor of the DCHS club.

’Twas One Crazy Night Before Christmas
The Apollo High School Eagle Family Performers

will present their annual Christmas play at 6 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 8, in the AHS auditorium. 

Admission is free but donations will be accepted at

the door.

“This humorous parody of the classic poem written

by Clement Clarke Moore, ‘’Twas the Night Before

Christmas,’ will have the audience rolling as they

remember Christmases past filled with family, 

football and yummy food,” promises special needs

teacher Millie Roberts. “Come join us for a 

fun-filled family night.”

The songs in this musical are sure to make you

smile (and maybe shed a tear). Everyone is invited

to bring family and friends and start the Christmas

season with a reminder that no matter how crazy the

holidays (and our families) might be ... there is 

always “Something to Believe In.”

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/grow-minds-hearts#sthash.l3udp19N.dpbs
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Click links in summaries below to read full 

articles spotlighting the DCPS district and other

items relating to local education.

IMPORTANT NOTE: All articles are posted with 

permission from news organizations with credit given to

media outlets, reporters and photographers. If articles are

shared or forwarded to others, credit lines MUST be 

included. Articles may NOT be posted online, including

Facebook and other social media sites.

Anderson, Stewart, Riley elected to Board of Education

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Nov. 9, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

the elections of Todd Anderson, Dale Stewart and Frank

Riney to the DCPS Board of Education.

Local school districts consider common calendar

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Nov. 19, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

instructional calendars being considered by Daviess

County and surrounding school districts. (Note: The

DCPS 2017-18 calendar is included in this issue of the

Grapevine.)

DCHS students open coffee shop

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Nov. 3, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

‘Panther Perk,’ a coffee shop operated by special needs

students at Daviess County High School.

Innovation Academy would benefit from grant

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Nov. 29, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

the potential benefits to the Owensboro Innovation 

Academy if OCTC receives a work ready skills grant.

Joe Westerfield named to Teacher Hall of Fame

Click HERE for article by Kristy Ketterman, posted Nov.

29, 2016, on the WKU News website, about former AHS

teacher Joe Westerfield being named to the Kentucky

Teacher Hall of Fame.

DCHS graduate earns national recognition

Click HERE for article by Austin Ramsey, illustrated

with photograph by Alex J. Berliner, published in the Nov.

29, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about DCHS

graduate Angel Phillabaum’s national recognition.

Crowning Achievement

Click HERE for photographs by Alan Warren, published

in the Nov. 19, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer,

about a Renaissance learning event at Meadow Lands 

Elementary School.

BMS to host Kentucky author

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

Nov. 25, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about a

visit from Kentucky author Mary Knight.

HPHS seniors learn tax preparation skills

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, illustrated

with photograph by Alan Warren, published in the Nov.

22, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about tax

preparation skills being taught to seniors at Heritage Park

High School.

AP courses make difference for students

Click HERE for article by Steve Vied, published in the

Nov. 19, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about the

benefits of AP courses for minority and low-income 

students.

PLFO investing in early childhood education

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Nov. 17, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

the Public Life Foundation of Owensboro’s plans to 

support early childhood education in our community.

Independence Bank supports Backpack Feeding

Click HERE for article by Suzi Bartholomy, illustrated

with photograph by Alan Warren, published in the Nov.

16, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about 

Independence Bank’s support of the Backpack Feeding

Program.

Education council to meet in Daviess County

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Nov. 16, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a meeting of the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary 

Education.

Bowen addresses education issues at AHS

Click HERE for article by James Mayse, published in the

Nov. 16, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

Apollo hosting Sen. Joe Bowen.

Continued on Next Page

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20Bd%20of%20Ed%20elex%20results.pdf?id=33821
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20Common%20Calendar.pdf?id=33825
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20DCHS%20Panther%20Perk.pdf?id=33827
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20OIA-OCTC%20funding.pdf?id=33836
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20WKU%20-%20Ky%20Hall%20of%20Fame.pdf?id=33838
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20DCHS%20grad%20Girls%20Inc.pdf?id=33826
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20MLES%20Renaissance%20pix.pdf?id=33835
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20BMS%20to%20host%20author.pdf?id=33822
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20HPHS%20Tax%20Prep.pdf?id=33833
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20AP%20courses%20benefit%20kids.pdf?id=33820
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20PLFO%20Boeyink.pdf?id=33837
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20Ind%20Bank%20backpack%20support.pdf?id=33834
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20Ed%20council%20to%20meet.pdf?id=33831
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CASA, Foundation for DCPS partnership

Click HERE for article written and photographed by

Austin Ramsey, published in the Nov. 3, 2016, issue of the

Messenger-Inquirer, about a partnership between the

Foundation for DCPS and CASA of the Ohio Valley.

AHS graduate finds success as entrepreneur

Click HERE for article by Suzi Bartholomy, illustrated

with photograph by Greg Eans, published in the Nov. 7,

2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about AHS 

graduate Devin Lanham’s business enterprise.

Panthers make history

Click HERE for article by Maddie Lee, illustrated with

photograph by Matt Goins, published in the Nov. 6, 2016,

issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about the state soccer

championship won by Daviess County High School.

DCHS seniors’ road to the state title

Click HERE for article by Mark Mathis, illustrated with

photographs by Greg Eans, published in the Nov. 10,

2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about the long road

to the state championship for senior members of the

Daviess County High School boys’ soccer team.

State champion Panthers enjoy celebration

Click HERE for photographs by Alan Warren, published

in the Nov. 8, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer,

about the DCHS boys’ soccer team’s celebration of their

state championship.

AHS state theatre championship

Click HERE for article by Bobbie Hayse, published in the

Nov. 15, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

state championships awarded to members of the AHS

Theatre Department.

DCPS students receive Happy Feet shoes

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Nov. 11, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

a donation of new shoes to DCPS students through the

Kentucky Colonels and the Happy Feet organization.

UPS Kentucky LOOP offers free college tuition

Click HERE for article by Keith Lawrence, published in

the Nov. 3, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer, about

an informational program about employment and tuition

opportunities, hosted at Apollo High School.

The ‘Lessons from the Classroom’ feature has been 

published every Monday on the front of the Region 

section in the Messenger-Inquirer since October 2015. 

Educators from Daviess County and the surrounding 

region have submitted articles about topics relating to

local schools as we prepare students to succeed for life. 

This feature has been an incredible opportunity to share

information directly from the classroom to parents and our

community! However, the series is coming to an end in

early January unless we receive additional submissions. 

YOUR contribution to this series is welcome!

If you are interested in contributing to this series, contact

Lora Wimsatt at the DCPS Central Office, 270-852-7000

or lora.wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us 

KYC offers lifelong learning for students and teachers

Click HERE for a “Lessons from the Classroom” article

by Pam Howell, music educator at Highland Elementary

School, published in the Nov. 7, 2016, issue of the 

Messenger-Inquirer.

Read this to learn how

to love reading

Click HERE for a

“Lessons from the 

Classroom” article by

Whitney Haynes, a 

second-grade teacher at

Deer Park Elementary

School, published in the

Nov. 14, 2016, issue of the Messenger-Inquirer.

Common Core allows students to learn how to think

Click HERE for a “Lessons from the Classroom” article

by Natalie Miller, a fifth-grade reading teacher at Sorgho

Elementary School, published in the Nov. 21, 2016, issue

of the Messenger-Inquirer.

The future belongs to the educated

Click HERE for a “Lessons from the Classroom” article

by Ryan Williams, assistant principal at Estes Elementary

School, published in the Nov. 28, 2016, issue of the 

Messenger-Inquirer.
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http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20CASA-Exp%20Station%20partner.pdf?id=33824
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20AHS%20entrepreneur.pdf?id=33817
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20DCHS%20Soccer%20history.pdf?id=33829
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20DCHS%20soccer%20seniors.pdf?id=33830
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20DCHS%20soccer%20fire%20truck.pdf?id=33828
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20AHS%20Theatre%20state%20wins.pdf?id=33819
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20Happy%20Feet.pdf?id=33832
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20M-I%20-%20AHS%20hosts%20UPS%20LOOP.pdf?id=33818
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20LFC%20-%20Pam%20Howell%20HES%20-%20KYC.pdf?id=33814
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20LFC%20-%20Whitney%20Haynes%20DPES%20-%20Love%20Reading.pdf?id=33816
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20LFC%20-%20Natalie%20Miller%20SES%20-%20Common%20Core.pdf?id=33813
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%20News%20-%202016-2017/4%20-%20LFC%20-%20Ryan%20Williams%20Estes%20-%20Future%20to%20Educated.pdf?id=33815
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Daviess County Public Schools 
2017-2018 Calendar 

270-852-7000 
www.dcps.org 

contact@dcps.org 

Aug. 4 – PD Day    Nov. 22-24 – Thanksgiving Break   May 21 – PD Day  
Aug. 7 – PD Day    Dec. 18-Jan. 1 – Christmas Break   May 22 – Election Day    
Aug. 8 – Opening Day    Jan. 15 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day   May 28 – Memorial Day 
Aug. 9 – First Day for Students  Feb.19 – Parent-Teacher Conference  Make-Up Days Will Be Taken In This Order: 
Sept. 4 – Labor Day    April 2-6 – Spring Break   Dec. 18, Dec. 19, Dec. 20, Feb. 19, May 17, 
Sept. 29 – PD Day    May 16 – Last Day for Students  May 18, May 21, May 23, May 24, May 25, 
Oct. 9 – Parent-Teacher Conference  May 17 – Closing Day   May 29 
Oct. 10-13 – Fall Break   May 18 – PD Day 

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2014&month=7&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2014&month=8&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2014&month=9&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2014&month=10&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2014&month=11&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2014&month=12&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2015&month=1&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2015&month=2&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2015&month=3&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2015&month=4&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2015&month=5&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/custom.html?year=2015&month=6&country=1&typ=1&cols=0&display=1&df=1

